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PORTUGUESE GOLDEN VISA PROGRAM 
 

1. INTRODUCTION. The Portuguese Golden Visa 
Program, ie, the Portuguese Residence Permit for Invest- 
ment, is one of the most consolidated and popular 
residence regimes in Europe. 
Below you can find the main topics of the Program. 

 
2. TYPES OF INVESTMENT. Under Portuguese Law it is 
possible to obtain a Golden Visa, without the need to 
reside in Portugal, when the nationals of non EU countries 
carry out an investment activity which leads to the materi- 
alization of, at least, one of the following situations in 
Portugal: 

 
a) Capital transfer with a value equal to or above 

 
 

The amount transferred to Portugal may be invested in 
deposits, shares, bonds, investment funds, public debt, 
securities or local companies. Should the applicant decide 
to acquire or incorporate a Portuguese company, there is 
no limitation regarding the corporate purpose of the 
company. The company may develop its activity in 
Portugal or abroad and it may invest the money in Portu- 
gal or overseas. 
If the applicant decides to make a bank deposit he/she 
should maintain a deposit with an average quarterly 
balance equal or exceeding ,00. If the appli- 
cant chooses to incorporate or acquire a company he/she 
should maintain shares or a capital stake of the company 
with same nominal amount. 

 
b) Creation of at least 10 jobs (or 8 jobs if the 
investment is made in sparsely populated areas, ie, 
with less than 100 inhabitants per sq.km or where 
the GDP per head is below 75% of the national 
average) 

 
In this case, the applicant must provide an updated social 
security certificate that evidences the registration of the 
employees before the Portuguese Social Security. 

 
c) Acquisition of real estate property with a value 
equal to or above (or if the 
investment is made in sparsely populated areas) 

 
The applicant must prove the full ownership of the real 
estate assets. However, the applicant may initiate the 

Golden Visa request before the public deed of 
purchase and sale is signed, by means of the presenta- 
tion of a promissory contract of purchase and sale with 
a down payment equal or exceeding  (or 

 
The real estate asset(s) may be acquired by one or more 
individuals in the co-ownership regime, provided that 
each co-owner has invested a value equal or exceeding

 
After the acquisition of the real estate asset, the appli- 
cant may mortgage or encumber the property in the 
part that exceeds the amount of 500.000,00 (or 
400.000,00). 
The applicant is free to rent the property. 

 
d) Acquisition of a real estate with construction 
dating back 30 years or located in urban 
regeneration areas for refurbishing, for a total 
amount equal to or above (or 

if the investment is made in sparsely 
populated areas) 

 
This requirement is fulfilled when the applicant provides 
evidence of having the ownership property. 
Where the purchase of the property is concluded before 
the building contract is signed, the difference between 
the purchase price of the property and the minimum 
investment value required must be deposited in a 
Portuguese bank. If the building contract is already 
signed, the applicant must submit a receipt issued by 
the contractor or if it is not possible, a declaration stating 
that the deposit was made in a Portuguese bank. Such 
as in the precedent item, the property may be acquired 
by an individual or by more than one applicant. The 
applicant may mortgage or encumber the property in the 
part that exceeds the amount of 350.000,00 (or 
280.000,00 respectively) and he/she may rent it. 

 
e) Capital transfer with a value equal to or above 

(or if the investment is 
made in sparsely populated areas) to be 
invested in research activities developed by 
public or private institutions of scientific 
research, integrated in the national scientific 
and technological system 

 
This requirement is fulfilled when the applicant provides a 
statement issued by a Portuguese financial institution that 
declares that the amount was transferred to Portugal.
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f) Capital transfer with a value equal to or above 
50.000,00 (or if the investment is 

made in sparsely populated areas) to be invested 
or to support artistic productions, recovery or 
maintenance of national cultural heritage, 
through central and local administrative 
services, public institutes, entities that are 
integrated in the public companies, public 
foundations, private foundations with public 
utility, inter municipal entities, municipal 
associations and public cultural associations 
that pursue artistic productions, recovery or 
maintenance of the national cultural heritage 

 
g) Capital transfer with a value equal to or above 

0.000,00 to acquire participation units of 
investment funds or private equity funds 
oriented to the capitalization of companies that 
are created under the Portuguese law, whose 
maturity, at the moment of the investment, is, at 
least, five years and, at least, 60% of the value of 
the investments is implemented in companies 
with headquarters in national territory 

 
* * * 

In most situations mentioned above, including a), b) 
and c), the Investment can be carried out directly by 
individuals or through a single shareholder limited liabili- 
ty Unipessoal por 
head office in Portugal. 

 
3. VALIDITY AND RENEWAL OF THE GOLDEN VISA: 
The Golden Visa is valid for the period of 1 (one) year 
counted from the date of issue, automatically renew- 
able for successive periods of 2 (two) years. 
For the purposes of renewal, applicants must 
demonstrate that they have stayed in Portugal for at 
least (i) 7 days, continuously or with interruptions, in 
the first year and (ii) 14 days, continuously or with 
interruptions during the following two years. 

 
4. BENEFITS OF A GOLDEN VISA: The beneficiaries of 
a Golden Visa are entitled to: 
i) Residence visa waiver for entering in Portugal and EU. 
ii) Living and working in Portugal. 
iii) Develop businesses in Portugal and EU. 
iv) Free movement within the Schengen space . 

v) Family reunification (includes for example i) the 
spouse, ii) minors under the guardianship of the 
couple or of the one spouse, iii) progenitors in first 

direct line or parenthood to the resident or the 
respective spouse provided they depend from either of 
those) iv) a foreign national that maintains with the 
applicant a cohabitation union acknowledged under the 
terms of the law. 
vi) Applying for permanent residence within 5 years. 
vii) Applying for Portuguese Citizenship within 6 years, 
provided all requirements set out by the Nationality Act are 
fulfilled. 
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